
 

The People’s Charter 
Published in 1838 by the London Working Men’s Association, 

the People’s Charter set out a series of demands that would 

turn Britain and Ireland into a democratic country. 

The Six Points of the Charter are well known: 

• The right to vote for all adult men 

• Vote by secret ballot 

• No property qualification for MPs 

• Equal constituencies 

• The payment of MPs 

• Annual Parliaments 

These demands were put to Parliament in a series of massive 

petitions between 1839 and 1848 and rejected each time. 

The document shown here set out the Chartist programme for 

the first time, sought the views of radical and working men’s 

associations throughout the country, and provided the outline 

of an Act of Parliament to bring the reforms into effect. 

The document is reproduced in full. It explains how and why 

the Chartists made their demands, and discusses the reasons 

they decided not to demand the right for women to vote. 

The original document is in the personal collection of Mark 

Crail, who runs the Chartist Ancestors website. You are free to 

use any of these images with attribution to Chartist Ancestors. 

https://chartistancestors.co.uk 
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